
January 2, 2018 

Several years ago, we started on a project to revise our Church Constitution to bring it up to date.  
We realized this would be in iterative process spanning a number of years, this year being no 
exception.  Below are explanations of the proposed changes.  The changes to the articles are in 
bold italics.  Deletions are shown by a strikethrough. 

ARTICLE IV — CHARACTER AND GOVERNMENT 
There are two minor editorial corrections to this Article. 

ARTICLE VII — MEETINGS 
Our notification process for official church meetings currently requires us to send written notices 
to the membership at least two (2) weeks preceding such meeting.  Even if a member attends 
church and receives a copy of the meeting notification, we are still required to send them written 
notification.  Additionally, in our current times, many prefer to receive notifications electronically. 

ARTICLE VII — OFFICERS 
Our nominating committee has worked diligently throughout the year to find suitable candidates 
for the various boards and committees.  They have done an exceptional job.  Unfortunately, they 
were not able to find anyone to fill the positions of Assistant Treasurer or Assistant Financial 
Secretary.  As a result, the Trustees, with the approval of the Church Council will outsource these 
duties to the accounting firm that currently manages our financial records.  This necessitates 
several changes to the duties of both the Treasurer and Financial Secretary, and elimination of the 
assistants. 

ARTICLE XVI — AMENDMENTS 
Similar to the notification changes to Article VII — Meetings, the wording in Article XVI was 
changed to be consistent.  Additionally, the wording of how changes are presented and approved 
prior to giving due notice to the membership was clarified.  

In Fellowship, 

Larry Hart 
Moderator 

Janet Hand 
Clerk 

Tom Hand 
Board of Trustees, Chair 
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ARTICLE IV — CHARACTER AND GOVERNMENT 

The government of this Church is vested in the body of believers who compose it.  It is subject to 
the control of no other ecclesiastical body, but it recognizes and sustains the obligations of mutual 
counsel and cooperation common among Baptist Churches, and to that end shall maintain 
fellowship with the Southeastern Southeast Baptist Association, the American Baptist Churches 
of Vermont/New Hampshire, and the American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.  This Church will 
welcome, further and seek to sustain cooperative relationships with other Churches, 
Denominations, and Inter-Denominational and International Counsels of Churches, to the end 
that our Baptist witness and strength may be added to the Church Universal. 

This Church receives the Bible as its authority in matters of faith and practices practice and 
administers baptism by the immersion of the believer in water upon confession of faith.  Its 
understanding of Christian truth, as contained in the Bible, is in essential accord with the belief of 
Baptist Churches, but it has no statement of creed. 

ARTICLE VII — MEETINGS 

Section 5 – Notice of Meetings 

Notice of all meetings for the membership, unless otherwise required by law, must be given by 
public announcement from the pulpit at any regular worship service on two (2) consecutive 
Sundays preceding such meeting.  Printed notices shall appear in two (2) consecutive Sunday 
bulletins preceding such meeting, and written notices shall be sent provided to the membership at 
least two (2) weeks preceding the date of such meeting.  Notices of all meetings must contain time, 
place and purpose of such meetings. 

ARTICLE VIII — OFFICERS 

Section 5 – The Treasurer 

The Treasurer shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Church for a term of one year.  The 
duties shall be: 

A. To keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements. 

B. To disburse all monies by check which shall be covered by approved vouchers. 

C. To keep an account of all financial transactions in accordance with the instructions that may be 
given by the Board of Trustees. 

D. To be a member of the Board of Trustees. 

E. To submit a written report at the Annual Meeting and such other reports as may be required by 
the Church Council. 
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F. To consider such other duties as the Pastor or Church Council may suggest. 

G. In case of special fund-raising campaigns and pledges, the extra Treasurer’s work may be 
delegated by the Church Council to another. 

H. In the case of the incapacity of the Treasurer, the Trustees shall appoint a member Trustee to 
assume those duties until the Treasurer returns or a new one is elected. 

Section 6 – The Assistant Treasurer 

The Treasurer shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Church for a term of one year.  
The Assistant Treasurer will not be considered as an officer except in the absence of the 
Treasurer.  The duties are: 

A. Be knowledgeable of the treasurer’s constitutional responsibilities. 

B. Understand and be capable of using procedures currently utilized by the Treasurer. 

C. Shall act in the capacity of the Treasurer in his/her absence. 

Section 7 – The Financial Secretary 

The Financial Secretary shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Church for a term of one 
year.  The duties shall be: 

A. To keep an accurate record of all subscriptions made to the Church. 

B. To receive and record all monies paid to the Church. 

C. To turn over all receipts to the Treasurer for recording and deposit to a person designated by the 
Board of Trustees. 

D. To provide contributors with contribution envelopes. 

E. To send out statements of account to each contributor after the end of each year, and on other 
occasions as requested by individuals. 

F. To be a member of the Board of Trustees. 

G. To submit a written report at the Annual Meeting. and such other reports as may be required by 
the Church Council.  Such report may be provided by others. 

H. To consider such other duties as the Pastor or Church Council may suggest. 

I. In case of special fund-raising campaigns and pledges, the extra secretarial work involved in 
handling, receiving and recording such monies may be delegated by the Church Council to 
another. 
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J. In the event of the incapacity of the Financial Secretary, the Trustees shall appoint a member 
Trustee to act, until the Financial Secretary returns or a new one is elected. 

Section 8 – The Assistant Financial Secretary 

The Assistant Financial Secretary shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Church for a 
term of one year.  The Assistant Financial Secretary will not be considered as an officer except 
in the absence of the Financial Secretary.  The duties are: 

A. Be knowledgeable of the Financial Secretary’s constitutional responsibilities. 

B. Understand and be capable of using procedures currently utilized by the Financial Secretary. 

C. Act in the capacity of the Financial Secretary in his/her absence. 

 

ARTICLE XVI — AMENDMENTS 

Any amendments to end, modify, rescind, or to adopt new Bylaws may be presented at any regular 
or special meeting of the membership; provided, however, that action may only be taken after due 
notice has been given to the membership.  For the purpose of this Article, due notice shall consist 
of written notice mailed provided to the membership containing date, time, and place of meeting, 
together with the text of the proposed amendment.  Proposed changes in these Bylaws must be 
presented in writing over the signatures of at least three (3) members to the and approved by the 
Church Council in order that the Church Council may give due notice to the membership as 
defined in Article VII.65.  An amendment must be approved by a three-fourths vote of those 
present and entitled to vote. 
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