
The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who 

are far off—for all whom the 
Lord our God will call.

Acts 2:38-39

ANSWER   THE  CALL



KNOW CHRIST.  
Love the Lord our God with all our heart, 

soul, mind, and strength.

First, God calls us to worship and serve him. In order 
to make our building a safe, welcoming and engaging 
place to worship God and deepen our relationship 
with Christ, we will make these improvements:  

We will update our Sanctuary with a fresh coat 
of paint and re-glaze its windows to provide a 
welcoming space for worship and celebration.
We will make comprehensive and critical 
upgrades throughout our building (including the 
Peirce Mansion) to improve fire safety, including 
removal of highly flammable materials, provision 
of structural improvements to mitigate fire risk, 
and installation of a new fire alarm system.
We will move the children’s program space 
from its current location near the building 
entrances in the basement to a more secure 
location adjacent to the sanctuary.  This will 
provide parents with quick and easy access to 
their children during Sunday services.

MAKE CHRIST KNOWN.  
Love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Secondly, God calls us to love and serve our community—
those who are a part of our church family and those who 
are not.  In order to make our building more conducive to 
service, especially in our community and among those who 
have physical needs, we will make these improvements:

We will renovate and re-equip our Community 
Kitchen, designing an efficient and sanitary 
environment for large-scale meal preparation.

We will recondition our Fellowship Hall, implementing 
safety improvements and providing aesthetic 
enhancements and new furnishings to create a safe, 
welcoming and engaging environment for all members 
and visitors. 

We will reconfigure the current children’s program 
space in the basement to house our administrative 
offices.  This will enable our church staff to 
monitor the flow into and out of the building, and 
to more easily serve our visitors.

In 1826, God called a small group of Christians to plant 
our church in Portsmouth.  Rooted in prayer and the 
word of God, our ministry sprouted and grew.  For nearly 
200 years, we have come together to serve our common 
mission: to know Christ and make him known. 
 

God Calls.
God has blessed our church with an extraordinary property and building with which to carry out our mission.  As 
we approach our 200th year of ministry in Portsmouth, we once again sense his call to worship him, love and 
encourage one another, and serve our savior and our city. To do this, we must undertake critical renovations to our 
building to ensure that our church is a safe, welcoming and engaging place to carry out our mission.  Here’s how . . .



We are more than Bricks and Mortar.

Our church family has worshiped in three locations in Portsmouth 
and has been known by two names, but we have always been 
united by our one call: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, 

and love your neighbor as yourself.  
Luke 10:27

Food is an essential need that brings people 
together.  In order to help those in our community 
who are hungry and to support our calling to 
practice faith in fellowship, our church is preparing 
to launch a community meal program in 2018.  Each 
week we will open our doors to the community for 
a free lunch to be prepared by a rotating crew of 
professional chefs and volunteers. 

The program will be supported through community 
donations and corporate contributions.  In 
preparation for this program, our campaign 
will improve our community space in order to 
accommodate meal preparation and dining for up to 
150 guests.

This project is not just about our church building.  We’re not interested in creating a museum or a monument.  
This is about our ongoing work to build our ministry.  We anticipate several exciting ministry improvements as 
a result of this work to our building, many of which we have mentioned above.  But that’s not all.

We remember before God your work of faith and labor of love.  
1 Thessalonians 1:3



For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:21

We Answer. 

ANSWER THE CALL 

Capital Campaign Goal   $490,000

18 Court Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801

www.middlestreetbaptist.org
(603) 436-2337

When God calls us to pledge our treasure to support 
his work, we respond in faith, trusting that our sacrificial 
commitment to his mission will pay dividends far beyond 
what we can imagine and leave a legacy for those who 
follow us in body and in spirit. 

With strong leadership and a solid foundation of financial 
support from initial donors, we are ready to launch our 
Answer the Call capital campaign.  The total project cost 
of $725,000 will be met through our comprehensive 
fundraising plan, which seeks to raise $490,000 through 
individual donations, grants, events and activities.

The remaining project expense will be met through 
contributions from our church’s capital reserve fund and 
a small equity line balance.  The project and financial plan 
support MSBC’s resolute commitment to act with fiscal 
responsibility and secure the long-term sustainability of 
our church.  Your gift to the campaign will support our 
shared mission and preserve the legacy of our church for 
future generations.  

For nearly 200 years God has called us together.  Through 
stewardship and worship, our church family has united 
to care for our church building and for our community.  
Today, let us continue that commitment as we answer the 
call together. 

For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 

Matthew 6:21


