
Appendix: Declaration of Faith and Practice of the Middle St. Baptist Church of Christ,
Portsmouth, N.H. (Adopted May, 1840)

Having been enabled, through God's divine grace, to give ourselves to the Lord, and likewise to one

another, we deem it a duty, for the honor of Christ and the glory of his name, to make the following

declaration of our faith and practice; knowing that, "as with the heart man believeth unto righteousness

so with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." (Rom. 10:10)

L We believe that the Scripfures of the Old and New Testament are the word of God and the only

rule of faith and practice.

II. We believe in one living and true God; Who has revealed himself to us under the name of

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and that these are the same, and equal in divine perfection.

ilI. We believe that God created man as holy; that man fell from that happy and holy state through

voluntary sin, and all mankind are now sinners by choice; that by nature they are without

holiness which is required by God, being wholly given to sin, and therefore under just

condemnation.

ry. We believe that before the world began, God planned salvation for all who repent of their sins

and believe in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.

V. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, in the fulness of time, assumed human nature; and in

that nature He obeyed and suffered in man's stead; and that He thereby made satisfaction for

sin which the just law of God required, and thus being set up from everlasting as the Mediator

of the new covenant, Christ became the Surety of His people, and procured for them all those

spiritual blessings which are needful for time and eternity.

VI. We believe that the eternal redemption, which Christ has obtained by the shedding of His

blood and His resurrection, is offered to all people in proposals ofpardon and peace; but that it

is special and particular in its application, since it is effective only to those who repent and

believe in Him.

VII. We believe that the justification of believers is only by the righteousness of Christ being

imputed to them, and that the full and free pardon of their sins is granted only through the

merits of Ch¡ist, according to the riches of divine grace, and not through any works of

righteousness done by man.

VIII. We believe that the work of conversion, regeneration and sanctification, is brought about by

the work of the Holy Spirit, which is exerted upon the soul in perfect consistency with the

freedom of human action.

IX. We believe that full assurance of faith is attainable in this life; and that it is incumbent upon

Christians to give diligence to make their calling and election sure, that thereby their hearts

may be enlarged with thanks to God, and inspired with holy motivation in obedience.

X. We believe that nothing can finally separate true believers from the love of God; but that they

will be kept by his mighty power, through faith, unto eternal salvation.
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We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances instituted by Christ, to be

continued until his second coming; that baptism is a witness of faith that follows profession of

faith in Christ; that the ordinance is biblically administered by immersion, and that the Lord's

table is open to all who have professed faith in Christ.

We believe that the first day of the week ought to be kept as the Christian Sabbath; and that it

is our right and dufy to assemble ourselves together on that day in order to worship by offering

up our prayers and thanksgivings, by attending to the preached word and ordinances, and by

singing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.

We believe there will be a general resurrection and day of final judgment; that Christ will

come a second time, with great power and glory, when all shall be judged according to the

deeds done in the body; and that then those who shall be found unreconciled to God shall go

away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous shall be received into his kingdom and

glory, and so shall they ever be with the Lord.

We believe that God is victorious and all will be put to rights in a new heaven and new earth in

His everlasting kingdom.


